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NOISE

The quest for quiet continues
County pursues noise monitoring and enforcement training

By RACHEL FIXSEN
Moab Sun News

Grand County officials are 
continuing to pursue strat-
egies to reduce noise from 
traffic, especially from OHVs, 
after a new state law struck 
down recent amendments to 
the county’s business licens-
ing regulations [See “County 
amends business licensing 
regulations to comply with 
state law,” May 5 edition. 
-ed.] At its May 17 meeting, 
the county commission heard 
a presentation from noise 
consultant Les Blomberg, of 
the nonprofit Noise Pollu-
tion Clearinghouse, on the 

science of sound and the 
results of recent local noise 
monitoring.

Blomberg explained 
that because the range of 
human hearing is so large—
people can hear very, very 
quiet sounds and very loud 
sounds—scientists created 
the decibel unit using a log-
arithmic scale, which com-
presses that range. Instead 
of using a scale that ranges 
from 20 to 20 million, the 
decibel scale ranges from 
zero to 120.

“You don’t need to know 
anything about logarithms—
all you need to know is that 
this makes understand-

ing noise a little difficult,” 
Blomberg said. Using the 
decibel system, he explained, 
two sounds that are both 50 
decibels don’t add up to 100 
decibels—they add up to 53 
decibels.

Blomberg also pointed out 
some aspects of the Moab 
area that make it particu-
larly prone to noise pollution. 
There are a lot of hard, reflec-
tive surfaces, such as the cliff 
faces above the valley, that 
can reflect noise, effectively 
acting as an additional noise 
source. The dry climate also 
facilitates noise pollution: 
there are fewer trees to act as 

COMMUNITY

Ranger of 
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Meet Ben 
Menard

The Youth Garden 
Project’s farm manager 

is new this year

Moab BLM law  
enforcement officer 
Cody Marsh receives 

national award

By ALISON HARFORD 
Moab Sun News 

Ben Menard has worked as the 
Youth Garden Project’s farm 
manager since January. The gar-
den sits on 1.5 acres with over 
70 garden rows, and in 2021 har-
vested over 7,000 pounds of pro-
duce—Menard’s job is to essen-
tially take care of the plants and 
organize any volunteers. 

The Moab Sun chatted with 
Menard about what his day-to-
day looks like and his goals as 
farm manager. 

Moab Sun: How is the job going so 
far? 
Menard: It’s going great, I really 
like it. We had a successful plant 
sale, which was pretty crazy—I 
had a couple of weeks at the 
beginning of working here where 
I was looking around for things to 
do, and then all of a sudden I was 
in the thick of it. Plus there was 
that pressure of like, the entire 
next year and everyone else’s 
gardens in town relying on the 
plant sale going well. But it was 
great, fun, and a good challenge. 

Moab Sun: What does your day-to-
day look like as the farm manager? 
Menard: It changes a bit every 
day, and seasonally of course. 
I come in, water all the plants, 
and uncover them from their 
frost and deer covers. Then I 
go about whatever needs to be 
done, which is usually planting, 
seeding, transplanting, and fer-
tilizing. I work with volunteers a 
lot—almost every day we have at 
least one volunteer, which picks 

By RACHEL FIXSEN
Moab Sun News

Cody Marsh grew up in some of 
the most iconic places in the 
American West—places like 
Yellowstone and Joshua Tree—
as his family followed his dad’s 
career as a law enforcement 
officer for the National Park 
Service. Later they moved to 
the east coast, but Marsh always 
wanted to move back to the 
West—somewhere rugged, with 
mountains and desert. That’s 
what drew him to the Moab area 
after he followed his dad’s foot-
steps in becoming a National 
Park Service law enforcement 
officer. In 2016 he started work-
ing as a ranger for Canyon-
lands National Park; in 2018 he 
switched over to the Bureau of 
Land Management.

Marsh was selected as the 
national Bureau of Land Man-
agement Ranger of the Year 
for 2021. Earlier this month he 
attended an award ceremony 
in Washington, D.C., where he 
met Tracy Stone-Manning, head 
of the BLM, and Jason Hone, 
Acting Deputy Director of the 
Office of Law Enforcement and 
Security, and was recognized for 
his exceptional service. Criteria 
for the award include proactive 
enforcement and successful 
prosecution of violators; out-
standing leadership and ethi-
cal qualities; positive working 
relationships within and across 
agencies; courage, ability and 
willingness to go beyond the 
call of duty; and exceptional or 
heroic achievement.

“It was awesome!” Marsh said 
of the trip to the capital. “It was 
really well put together.” The 
ceremony had been canceled 
for the past two years because of 
the pandemic, so Marsh shared 
the spotlight with both the 
2019 and 2020 Rangers of the 
Year, one of whom is a friend of 
his—with only around 200 BLM 
law enforcement officers nation-
wide, they often get to know each 
other as they work and travel in 
different areas.

“It was awesome to share the 
stage with some other award 
recipients who I look up to and 
respect,” Marsh said.

The ceremony coincided 
with National Police Week, a  

[Alison Harford/Moab Sun News]
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CommuniTea Garden
On Sunday, May 15, the Resiliency Hub hosted an open house for the new-and-improved CommuniTea Garden. The garden has 

new desert-adapted native plants, botanical labels, murals, and a STEM spot: an all-ages free library to borrow  
books and activity kits. The STEM spot is a collaboration with Science Moab, Utah STEM Action Center and Utah State  

University Extension. Pictured, left to right: Carrie Schwartz (Science Moab); Micaela Purdin, Lynn Reichert (Utah STEM Action 
Center); Jay Nethercott, Claire Core, Aneta Veljanovska (Resiliency Hub) [Courtesy photo; bottom photos by Alison Harford/Moab Sun News]
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Public Works 
On Tuesday, May 18, the City of Moab held a public works “meet and greet” to celebrate National Public Works Week. Residents were encour-

aged to a� end to meet the city’s public works, parks, and wastewater reclamation facility and sewer crews. “These essential employees work 
hard every day to make sure we all have clean, running water, toilets that � ush, streets and roads to travel across town, and various other 

services that we mostly take for granted,” Councilmember Rani Derasary wrote in an email. 
[Alison Harford/Moab Sun News]

MMF HIGH 
WATER 
COMMUNITY 
CONCERT 
Old City Park
3 pm • Free

COLORADO 
RIVER FLOAT & 
CONCERT
Departs from
Red Cliffs Lodge
8 am • $175

Ages 16+

FAMILY MUSIC 
HIKE 
Wilderness Area
9 am • $20, $5*

GARDEN
CONCERT
Private Garden 
5:30 pm • $80

*Children (ages 5–18)

Family Hike

Community Concert
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music in concert with the landscape
MMF

®

MMF High Water May 20-22
• 30th Year Events
• Four New Outdoor Concerts
• Family Friendly Focus

music in concert with the landscape
MUSIC FESTIVALMOAB

®

moabmusicfest.org

Garden Concert
Sunflower Hill Bed & Breakfast
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STUDENTS BURY  
CLASSROOM SKELETON
Students at a German high 
school buried a valued member 
of their community this week: 
a classroom skeleton used for 
medical education. Around 80 
students, teachers and town 
officials attended the funeral 
for the unknown woman, who 
was buried in a small coffin 
featuring symbols of all major 
world religions, according to the 
Associated Press. The skeleton, 
dubbed Anh Bian—Vietnamese 
for “mysterious peace”—had 
been in the school’s biology 
department since 1952. Biology 
lessons are now conducted using 
a plastic model.

RARE MOTH FOUND AT 
DETROIT AIRPORT
Customs officials searching 
luggage arriving in Detroit from 
the Philippines found mysterious 
seed pods, which the passenger 
said was a medicinal tea. Offi-
cials spotted insect larvae mixed 
in with the seeds and sent the 
tea off for analysis, according to 
the US CBP. Several of the pupae 
hatched to reveal flashy adult 
moths of the family Pyralidae. A 
USDA Smithsonian Institution 
etymologist confirmed with CBP 
this was the first encounter of 
this species of moth since it was 
first described in 1912.

TEMPLE THIEVES RETURN 
HOLY ITEMS
The Guardian reported that a 
band of thieves in India returned 
16 stolen religious statues, 
leaving a note that said they 
felt they had been cursed since 
the theft. The head priest of the 
Hindu temple in Uttar Pradesh 
found all of the statues returned 
to the temple along with the note 
that said: “We have not been able 
to sleep, eat and live peacefully. 
We are fed up with the scary 
dreams and are returning your 
valuables.”

BEER LABEL IN BAD TASTE, 
BUT NOT ILLEGAL 
Maryland-based Flying Dog 
Brewery challenged the North 
Carolina Alcohol Beverage 
Control Commission for violating 
their First Amendment rights. 
The commission had rejected the 
brand’s Freezin’ Season Winter 
Ale, saying that the label’s depic-
tion of a naked man by a camp-
fire was in bad taste. A judge 
agreed and overturned the regu-
lation governing taste as “vague 
and overbroad.” Previously, Fly-
ing Dog challenged the state of 
Michigan for banning its Raging 
Bitch beer for being “detrimental 
to the health, safety, or welfare of 
the general public.” Both labels 
were created by Gonzo artist 
Ralph Steadman, according to 
the Associated Press. 

Local
KZMU WINS PRESTIGIOUS 
AWARD FOR LGBTQ+ SERIES
KZMU Radio’s five-part mini-se-
ries, Lift Up: LGBTQ+ Visibility, 
was awarded a Regional Edward 
R. Murrow award in Excellence 
in Diversity, Equity, and Inclu-
sion. Staff said the series of 
non-narrated audio portraits 
of LGBTQ+ locals was created 
after the murders of local 
couple Crystal Turner and Kylen 
Schulte. “KZMU responded to 
the need to widen the lens on 
the queer experience in Moab by 
elevating and sharing voices and 
stories from LGBTQ+ community 
members on our airwaves,” sta-
tion staff said. “We are honored 
to have done so.” The series 
profiled Laura DeFrain, Nicole 
Croke, Sam Van Wetter, Sallie 
Hodges, Sylvia Bentley and Mat-
thew A. Jonassaint. Contributors 
included editor/producer Serah 
Mead, interviewer Ginger Allen, 
producer Molly Marcello, and 
listener C. White “for getting this 
project off the ground and onto 
the airwaves.” The series was 
sponsored by WabiSabi and the 
Grand County Economic Devel-
opment Department. 

DEATH AT ISLAND  
IN THE SKY
A 63-year-old man was found 
dead by search and rescue 
personnel, National Park Service 
workers and San Juan County 
officials on May 12 after investi-
gating an abandoned vehicle. The 
vehicle was found at Grand View 
Point in the Island in the Sky 
district of Canyonlands National 
Park and, after a search, the 
body of a Spanish Fork man 
was found below the rim of the 
point. The incident is being 
investigated by the National Park 
Service and San Juan County, a 
press release stated. 

CAMPING FEES COMING TO 
DALTON WELLS AREA
The Utah Division of State Parks 
announced overnight camping 
fees for the new Utahraptor 
State Park, including the Dalton 
Wells and Willow Springs area. 
A $15 per night camping fee will 
be charged for each overnight 
vehicle. Overnight visitors who 
do not pay the fee may be issued 
a citation. “Visitors are permit-
ted to camp in the same man-
ner that has historically been 
permitted at existing dispersed 
sites,” the division said in a press 
statement.

MAN DIES IN BASE  
JUMPING ACCIDENT
A 27-year-old man died in a BASE 
jumping accident on May 5, the 
Grand County Sheriff’s Office 
reported. Utah Highway Patrol 
officials said the parachute for 
Jesus Miguel Diaz did not deploy 
and he was pronounced dead at 
the scene on State Route 128, as 
reported by KUTV.

Best quote
“Just being able to 
help another human 
being… potentially 
saving a life, is proba-
bly my favorite part of 
the job.”
CODY MARSH, PAGE 6

News
page three

GRAND COUNTY

Anna Sprout begins as Responsible 
Recreation Coordinator

By RACHEL FIXSEN
Moab Sun News

Anna Sprout said she had 
always wanted to work for 
Grand County’s Active Trans-
portation and Trails depart-
ment. She had been teaching 
math at Grand County High 
School, and was working part 
time for GCATT as a trail 
ambassador, greeting and edu-
cating visitors at popular trail-
heads; she recently resigned 
from the school district and 
took on a new position as the 
Responsible Recreation Coor-

dinator in the GCATT depart-
ment. She’s now supervising 
the trail ambassadors and 
looking ahead to the program’s 
future. 

Trail ambassadors 
The trail ambassador program 
launched in the fall of 2021 
(following a similar volunteer 
trail ambassador program), 
posting county staff at popular 
trailheads to greet visitors and 
share information about stew-
ardship and safety. Sprout was 
one of the ambassadors at the 
program’s start. 

“Having people on the 
ground, at the trailhead, is 
really important for preserv-
ing our beloved trails,” Sprout 
said. She has worked in a local 
bike shop and observed how 
difficult it is to convey stew-
ardship messages during the 
hustle and bustle of renting 
equipment, when people are 
focused on getting their bikes 
and getting out of town. 

“A lot of information is 
lost,” Sprout said—for exam-
ple, about the fragile desert 
biocrust. “The biocrust is like a 

Anna Sprout, new Responsible Recreation Coordinator for Grand County. [Courtesy photo]

SCHOOLS

MLH Middle School introduces  
art therapy program 

The program is run by the Utah Multicultural Counseling Center

By ALISON HARFORD
Moab Sun News 

Margaret L. Hopkin Middle 
School partook in a new coun-
seling program for its students 
in May: “Arts & Chats: creat-
ing art for social connection,” 
run by the Utah Multicultural 
Counseling Center. The pro-
gram ran each Wednesday, 
with the last session on the 
25th. 

The art approach to coun-
seling uses creativity through 
drawing, painting, music, and 
movement as a “therapeutic 
tool to help initiate change, 
emotional growth, and heal-
ing,” according to the MCC. 

“We’ve been recognizing, 
around the state, a need for 
youth to have social engage-
ment and practice communi-
cation and emotional expres-

sion,” said Joanna Onorato, a 
bilingual therapist and rural 
programs supervisor at MCC. 
Onorato ran the program at 
MLH Middle School, which 
also included other rural stu-
dents from around the state 
via Zoom. 

Onorato said she felt sup-
ported by the community when 
establishing the program in 
Moab—Stephanie Biron, the 
middle school school-based 
therapist, helped the MCC 

collaborate with both the 
school and the community, 
and the Moab Free Health 
Clinic offered to sponsor the 
group so it would be free to all 
participants. 

Around the state, Onorato 
has noticed trends in social 
isolation in youth in response 
to COVID-19, she said. In 
December 2021, the U.S. Sur-
geon General issued an advi-
sory to highlight “the urgent 
need to address the nation’s 
youth mental health crisis.” 
And even before the pandemic, 
the National Survey of Chil-
dren’s Health, funded by the 
Health Resources and Services 
Administration’s Maternal and 
Child Health Bureau, found 
that in 2018-2019, 13% of chil-
dren ages 3-17 were diagnosed 
with a mental or behavioral 

See Sprout Page 7

See Art Therapy Page 7

“Just having a 
supportive social 
environment is so 

important, especially 
for those middle 

school years.
joanna onorato
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Local Government
PAGE FOUR

The Grand County Commission meets on the � rst and third Tuesday of every month at 4 p.m. Meetings are streamed online at 
the Grand County Youtube channel. Schedules, agendas and opportunities for public comment can be found at 

www.grandcountyutah.net. Residents can email commission@grandcountyutah.net to automatically reach each County 
Commission member, the commission administrator, the associate commission administrator, and the county a� orney.
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435-259-1519 • info@moabhc.com

The one stop shop 
for all your heating, 

cooling and 
ventilation needs. 

Proudly serving Moab since 2005.

Rarni Schultz | Branch Manager
NMLS# 414150

(435) 210-0744
Email: rschultz@primeres.com
Office: (435) 259-0259
Primary Residential Mortgage, Inc.
285 South 400 East, Suite 212 | Moab, UT 84532

Specializing In
Purchase • Refinance • VA • FHA • USDA 

Conventional • Jumbo • Reverse Mortgages

Trusted Mortgage Lender

PRMI NMLS 3094. PRMI is an Equal Housing Lender. Some products and services may not be available in all states. Credit and collateral are subject to approval. Terms and conditions apply. 
Programs, rates, terms, and conditions are subject to change and are subject to borrower(s) qualification. This is not a commitment to lend. Utah Division of Real Estate #5489480.

Rarni SchultzRarni Schultz | Branch Manager | Branch Manager

Call today to find out what the right lender can do for you.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Emery Telcom expanding � ber service

ENVIRONMENT

County requests pollution control 
on nearby power plants

GOVERNMENT

New General Plan directs more planning

By RACHEL FIXSEN
Moab Sun News

The communications company 
Emery Telcom expanded into 
Grand County in 2009, and is 
working to broaden fi ber infra-
structure in the region. The com-
pany recently received a “Certif-
icate of Public Convenience and 
Necessity” from the State Public 
Service Commission, meaning 
they have an obligation to serve 
rural areas and state support 
to help fund construction in 
high-cost areas. Jared Ander-
son, chief operating offi cer for 
Emery Telcom, presented the 

company’s progress to the Grand 
County Commission at its May 17 
meeting.

Anderson said the goal is to 
decommission the cable inter-
net network in the area and shift 
completely over to fi ber service. 
Castle Valley is already built out, 
he said, and the company hopes 
to complete the project in the 
next fi ve years. Most of the new 
cable is buried underground—
Anderson said the company 
may use existing aerial infra-
structure, but won’t install new 
poles (unless there is an exten-
uating circumstance, such as an 
archaeological site). The buried 

fi ber can be later upgraded to 
more advanced service.

“The beauty of fi ber is that 
right now, we’re delivering one 
gig to the household—one gig 
up, one gig down,” Anderson 
explained. “The next rendition 
of fi ber to the home is 10 gig. All 
you do is you change the laser on 
each end. Nothing has to happen 
in between, and so you instantly 
upgrade to 10 gig. And so that 
helps account for future needs.”

Emery Telcom maintains an 
agreement with Grand County 
to work in county easements 
to continue expanding fi ber 
infrastructure.

By RACHEL FIXSEN
Moab Sun News

Grand County Commissioners 
voted to approve a letter to the 
Utah Division of Air Quality ask-
ing that coal-fi red power plants 
in Emery County be required to 
install “scrubbing” technology to 
reduce the amount of pollution 
sent into the air. The letter is 
being submitted during a public 
comment period that is currently 
open on the Regional Haze State 
Implementation Plan.

In 1999 the Environmental 
Protection Agency created the 
Regional Haze Rule, which calls 
for state and federal agencies to 
work together to improve visibil-
ity in specifi ed national parks 
and wilderness areas, includ-
ing Arches and Canyonlands 
national parks. The Regional 
Haze State Implementation Plan 

is part of meeting that goal. 
“People come to our home from 

across the world to take in the 
vastness and intricacies of this 
sandstone desert,” Grand Coun-
ty’s letter reads. “On clear days 
you can see hundreds of miles 
across the vibrant fractured land-
scape. At night, you can see the 
Milky Way, far off galaxies, moons 
of Jupiter, and a sky so peppered 
with stars it is mesmerizing.”

Two coal-fi red plants in neigh-
boring Emery County—Hunting-
ton and Hunter—are two of the 
top three air pollution sources 
in the state, according to the 
DAQ. Grand County’s letter asks 
the DAQ to require these plants 
to implement selective catalytic 
reduction technology, which 
could reduce haze-causing pollut-
ants, particularly nitrogen oxide.

“The current state plan has 
been critiqued in comments from 

both the National Park Service 
and the EPA for not providing 
suffi cient rationale and analysis 
to support rejecting these control 
measures,” the letter says.

Commissioner Trisha Hedin 
opposed the letter, saying she felt 
it was too imposing on a neighbor-
ing county. She pointed out that 
both plants in question are slated 
for retirement, and that the com-
munities surrounding them are 
struggling to slowly transition 
away from the coal industry.

“I would feel better if we did 
something like this in conjunc-
tion with other counties,” Hedin 
said. “I just don’t feel okay with 
us telling others what to do.”

Commissioner Kevin Walker 
was absent for the vote; com-
missioners Sarah Stock, Mary 
McGann, Jacques Hadler, Evan 
Clapper, and Josie Kovash voted 
in favor of sending the letter. 

By RACHEL FIXSEN
Moab Sun News

Over the past year, Grand County 
planning offi cials have been 
working on revising the county’s 
General Plan, a document that 
outlines the present and future 
needs of the county. Several 
public engagement events were 
held, surveys were conducted, 
and drafts of the plan have been 
available online; a public com-
ment period was open from May 
3-11. At their May 17 meeting, 
commissioners unanimously 
approved repealing the old gen-
eral plan, which was written in 

2012, and replacing it with the 
new plan, which is drafted to 
cover up to 2030.

The General Plan is used to 
guide decisions about land devel-
opment, land use, public safety, 
parks and recreation, infrastruc-
ture, fi nances, sustainability, the 
environment, and social and eco-
nomic issues. It aligns commu-
nity conditions, state laws, and 
up-to-date planning concepts 
and approaches.

The plan is organized into 
fi fteen sections that provide 
a roadmap for more detailed 
future planning. 

Planning and Zoning Direc-

tor John Guenther explained 
that specifi c plans within the 
overarching plan are still under 
construction. The land use sec-
tion will be completely updated 
and changed, he said. County 
staff are also working on a Trans-
portation Master Plan, a Capital 
Improvement Plan, an Economic 
Development Master Plan, and a 
public engagement strategy.

“It’s not a perfect document—
obviously it’s got lots of gaps in it,” 
Guenther said. “The implementa-
tion will be very important.”

To stay up-to-date with county 
planning progress, visit grand-
countyconnects.com.
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MOAB RETROGRADE
477 Nichols Lane  |  Moab  |  MLS 1811769  |  $795,000
3 BD  |  3 BA  |  2,238 SF  |  0.24 ac  |  Single level living in a classic rambler

Rachel Moody Team (435) 260-8240 

TWO 80 ACRE PARCELS
186 County Rd. SW & SE ¼  |  MLS 1669814 & 1669814  |  $125,000 each
Far reaching views, privacy and open skies are waiting for you!

Jessiqua Zufelt (435) 210-1171 
Rachel Moody Team (435) 260-8240 

MOAB ADVENTURE PAD
1338 Murphy Lane  |  Moab  |  MLS 1811920  |  $825,000
2 BD  |  2 BA  |  2,023 SF  |  0.63 ac  |  Sweet, convenient location

Rachel Moody Team (435) 260-8240 

(435) 260-8240 | (435) 259-0150 
www.MoabReCo.com | www.BHHSUtah.com

50 E Center Street, Moab - Just East of the Moab Information Center

MoabLiving @MoabLiving

www.MoabReCo.com

Moab’s
Real Estate

Source

©2022 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
symbol are registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity. Information not verified or guaranteed. 

N E W  L I S T I N G

SUPER FINE
4242 East Lipizzan Jump  |  Moab  |  $1,370,000  |  MLS 1759372
3 BD  |  4 BA  |  2,530 SF  |  0.53 ac  |  Live intimately in modern elegance

Rachel Moody (435) 260-8245

N E W  L I S T I N G

HIGH COUNTRY NEWS 

Two Southwest tribes raise concerns 
over uranium storage

Tribal communities in Arizona and Utah face environmental problems 
connected to the same radioactive resource: uranium

By MIACEL SPOTTED ELK
High Country News

In White Mesa, Utah, at Amer-
ica’s last uranium mill, a pool 
of toxic waste is emitting dan-
gerous amounts of radon to 
the surrounding communities, 
among them the Ute Mountain 
Ute Tribe. This isn’t news: In 
November 2021, High Country 
News reported on the improperly 
stored waste and its impacts on 
the community, and in Decem-
ber — thanks to EcoFlight’s 
aerial photography and a pro-
active tribal government — 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency issued a notice to Energy 
Fuels Resources, ordering it to 
address the issue. Five months 
later, however, the improper 
storage practices persist. 

In March, follow-up aerial 
shots from EcoFlight revealed a 
noticeable difference between 
the photograph taken in August 
2021; the tailings cells, which 
consist of radioactive waste 
typically submerged in liquid 
from the uranium processing, 
have since decreased even fur-
ther, increasing the amount of 
exposed toxic compounds. The 
visual evidence arrived two 
months after EPA representa-
tives visited the site on Jan. 13. 
At the time, it was estimated 
that 60% of Cell 4B was uncov-
ered. In a March letter from the 
EPA, the agency reported that 
Energy Fuels’ explanation of this 
decline is due to water conser-
vation practices and extracting 
vanadium from the liquid, a rare 
earth mineral, for profi t.

While efforts are currently 
underway to hold the mill 
accountable, Scott Clow, the 
Ute Mountain’s Environmental 
Programs director, says that the 
company wants to be in business 
until it is no longer profi table.

“There is a lot of uncertainty. 
We do know that when, eventu-
ally, the owners of that mill fi nd 
it is no longer profi table to oper-
ate, and they will close it, they 
will be required to spend what 
they have set aside in a bond 
to do as much as they can for 
reclaiming it safely,” Clow said.  

“And then it’ll be the respon-
sibility of the Department of 
Energy under their legacy pro-
gram — and our tax dollars — to 
pay for it.” 

Complicating matters is the 
possibility that the Biden admin-
istration’s Department of Energy 
will establish a strategic uranium 
reserve, which would increase the 
domestic stockpile of uranium 
— but at a cost. Uranium mines 
would be able to begin operating 
and funnel ore to the White Mesa 
mill for processing. According 
to Amber Reimondo, the energy 
policy director at the Grand Can-
yon Trust, it doesn’t immediately 
pose problems for White Mesa 
residents, but might present 
long-term ecological and commu-
nity health problems. Reimondo 
doesn’t believe it makes sense 
for uranium mines in the U.S. to 
begin extraction when the quality 
of the uranium here is lower, and 
it’s more expensive than it would 
be coming from countries like 
Australia or Canada.

“We did a lot of work at the 
beginning of the Biden admin-
istration trying to help deci-
sion-makers understand the 
implications of something like 
that,” Reimondo told HCN. 
“Especially because so (many) 
of the uranium deposits in the 
United States are either on or 
near tribal lands.”

This would further compound 
the concerns of local residents 
— concerns that are echoed 
throughout the Southwest. The 
Pinyon Plain Mine, located near 
the Havasupai Tribe and close to 
the Grand Canyon, is also owned 
by Energy Fuels. The Pinyon 
Mine recently received approval 
from Arizona for an aquifer per-
mit. Carletta Tilousi, who served 
on the Havasupai Tribe’s coun-
cil in Arizona, told HCN that if 
the strategic uranium reserve 
is established, the Pinyon Plain 
Mine would resume operations.

“If the uranium from Pinyon 
Plain mine goes (to White Mesa) 
and contaminates people, we feel 
responsible — Havasupai people 
feel responsible — because if we 
don’t stop it from our end, then 
it’s going to contaminate other 

human lives,” Tilousi said. “And 
that’s something that the Hava-
supai elders would always stress, 
that we can’t just sit back and 
not say anything on this end in 
the cycle of uranium process.”

Tilousi added that Havasupai 
communities have previously 
experienced negative impacts 
from the mine, including onsite 
water contamination and 
destruction of the nearby sacred 
mountain Red Butte.

In an Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee hearing 
in late March, Sen. Joe Manchin, 
D-W.V., voiced his support for pri-
oritizing domestic mineral sup-
ply chains to curb U.S. reliance 
on Russian minerals, including 
uranium. “They don’t under-
stand that human life, water and 
animal life is so important here,” 
Tilousi said.

Meanwhile, Clow’s depart-
ment has secured a small grant 
from the EPA that will enable the 
tribe to fi nd a qualifi ed candi-
date to design an epidemiological 
study of the direct and indirect 
health effects the White Mesa 
Mill has had on local residents, as 
well as its environmental impacts 
on the land. The study will look 
at the impacts of living in close 
proximity to the mine; for exam-
ple, it will calculate the economic 
cost to community members who 
have to purchase bottled water 
because the local water supply is 
undrinkable. It will also examine 
how Native residents are affected 
when they are forced to cease tra-
ditional activities, such as picking 
plants for medicine.

Ultimately, the community 
will end up having to bear the 
costs of far-off industries, both 
nationally and globally, whether 
the nuclear waste comes from 
countries like Japan and Estonia 
or from nuclear power plants on 
the East Coast. “The initial mass 
and impact on the environment 
and public health are here,” in 
the West, Clow said. “And then 
the end impact is here” — also 
in the West.

High Country News is an 
independent magazine dedi-
cated to coverage of the Western 
U.S. Read more at www.hcn.org.
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sound barriers, and there is less 
soft, textured build-up of organic 
matter on the ground, leaving the 
ground to act as another hard, 
refl ective surface.

“You guys have both a very 
unique acoustic environment 
that is worthy of protection and 
very easy, with noise, to ruin,” he 
said.

Last week, Blomberg moni-
tored noise on the Sand Flats road 
using a 50-foot drive-by test, taking 
measurements of noise produced 
by UTVs, Jeeps, trucks, motor-
cycles, and cars. He displayed a 
graph showing that out of 67 data 
points, nine were over the county’s 
noise threshold of 74 decibels for a 

50-foot drive-by test.
“This is really dependent on 

how much gas they give it and 
the condition of their exhaust 
system,” Blomberg said, in con-
trast to the 20-inch tailpipe test, 
which is more of an equipment 
measurement.

Six of the vehicles exceed-
ing the threshold were UTVs, 
one was a Jeep, and two were 
motorcycles.

Commissioner Jacques 
Hadler attended the monitoring 
session, and said he was struck 
by how closely noise levels are 
associated with the speed a vehi-
cle is driving.

“The faster vehicles were 
moving, absolutely increased the 
noise from those. So enforcing 
speed limits, I think, would go a 
long way towards helping out with 

the noise problem,” Hadler said.
County Attorney Christina 

Sloan said that the county has 
received several emails suggest-
ing the purchase of stationary 
sound monitors. Some larger cit-
ies have such devices; some are 
used only for educational and 
monitoring purposes, and some 
are designed to issue tickets to 
violators. Blomberg said a sta-

tionary sound monitor could be 
a good tool for Grand County for 
educational purposes, but using 
such devices for issuing citations 
is diffi cult to set up and enforce.

Blomberg trained Grand 
County Sheriff’s offi cers on how 
to conduct the 50-foot drive-by 
tests. Sloan said the training has 
been productive and helpful for 
sheriff’s offi cers.

“I think we worked through 
some of their hurdles with the 
way they would statutorily cite 
things, or cite things under 
statute versus local ordinance,” 
Sloan said. House Bill 146, the 
law that struck down the coun-
ty’s business regulation amend-
ments, she noted, did make it 
clear that state law supports 
noise ordinance enforcement, 
which is helpful to offi cers.

“They were very receptive to 
some of the information,” Sloan 
said. “Even by providing an over-
view of all the noise comments 
and complaints we’ve received 
from the community for the last 
couple of years—that was news 
to a lot of these folks in the sher-
iff’s offi ce.”

Sloan agreed that enforce-
ment of speed limits could be 
helpful, as well as licensing and 
registration enforcement. 

“One of our deputies 
impounded a non-licensed ATV for 
the fi rst time this weekend after 
the noise training,” Sloan said. 

However, she said that periph-
eral issues like speed are like 
symptoms of the problem, where 
noise is the cause. 

“It’s really important to treat 
the cause as well,” she said. 

memorial time to honor fallen 
offi cers across the country.

“It was a really meaningful 
time to be in D.C. for me,” Marsh 
said.

Marsh works in both 
Grand and San Juan counties, 
patrolling in popular areas, act-
ing as the face of the BLM and 
interfacing with visitors. He 
focuses on safety, education and 
prevention, though he also has to 
address violations in the fi eld.

“Marsh is a highly-effective 
and productive patrol ranger,” 
said BLM Public Affairs Spe-
cialist Rachel Wootton in a 
statement about Marsh’s award. 
“He patrols the public lands 
managed by the fi eld offi ce by 
vehicle, foot, bicycle, UTV and 
dirt bike, and continuously dis-
covers and addresses fi eld-level 
resource violations. He manages 
his time to ensure that he can 
do it all.”

He’s also an EMT and a 
member of the Grand County 
Search and Rescue team—in 
2021, he participated in 34 SAR 
incidents. In March of 2021, he 
assisted the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency in admin-
istering COVID-19 shots during 

a weeks-long assignment in 
Reno, Nevada.

Each day is different for a BLM 
fi eld ranger, and Marsh said he 
likes that variety and challenge. 
Sometimes he gets involved in 
something very unique—for 
example, he went to monitor 
impacts to the area surrounding 
the infamous “Monolith” after 
it was discovered and became 
a viral phenomenon, drawing a 
huge amount of visitors to the 
remote and previously desolate 
spot.

“It was pretty interesting,” 
Marsh said. “We were on the 
ground shortly after it was dis-
covered. I was probably one of 
the last BLM employees on the 
ground before it was removed.”

Marsh’s favorite aspect of his 
job is the opportunity to help 
people.

“It’s really gratifying to me 
to be able to respond to and 
assist Grand County Search and 
Rescue and Grand County EMS 
when there’s someone who’s 
lost or injured or sick,” Marsh 
said. “Just being able to help 
another human being… poten-
tially saving a life, is probably 
my favorite part of the job.” 
He also enjoys helping people 
in less intense scenarios—just 
answering visitor questions and 
helping to orient people to the 

area.
Another thing he really loves 

about his job is being a role 
model for kids. He was inspired 
by his dad’s career.

“I grew up running out to his 
patrol Bronco in the 90s, mess-
ing around with it and trying to 
turn the lights on,” He remem-
bered. Now, Marsh’s own kids all 
say they want to be BLM rangers. 
When he meets kids in the pub-
lic, he invites them to ask ques-
tions and check out his gear or 
patrol car.

“I always love any opportu-
nity to get to do that—you never 
know if that one experience with 
an offi cer is the one experience 
that inspires them down the 
road,” he said.

The most challenging aspect 
of the job, he said, is working 
long hours, traveling frequently, 
and spending time away from 
his family. There are substan-
tial ongoing training require-
ments for a BLM ranger, and 
Marsh maintains other qualifi -
cations (such as being an EMT) 
in addition to those. He has to 
travel about two months out of 
the year, he said, and even when 
he’s on district the hours can be 
taxing.

“It’s hard on family and hard 
on kids,” he acknowledged. “I 
work long days and sometimes 

I can’t say when I’ll be home; 
or I might have a plan and not 
be able to follow through.” 
However, he says he loves the 
job and loves the area—doing 
something different each day, 
meeting people, and enjoying 

the beauty of Moab.
“Moab’s a playground! I do 

all the things people come here 
on vacation to do, but I get to do 
them at work too: mountain bik-
ing, dirt biking, climbing, getting 
on the river,” he said.

Noise
Continued from Page 1

Marsh
Continued from Page 1

“You guys have both a 
very unique acoustic 
environment that is 
worthy of protection 
and very easy, with 

noise, to ruin.”
LES BLOMBERG

Ranger Cody Marsh with his � ancée and local resident Wendy Palmer with the 
Washington Monument in the background at the Department of the Interior on 
May 12. [Courtesy photo]
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up a lot in the summer. 

Moab Sun: What were you doing 
before working at YGP, and how did 
that lead you to Moab? 
Menard: I lived in Corvallis, Ore-
gon, for the past couple of years, 
working at a medical lab running 
COVID tests. It just wasn’t what 
I wanted to be doing, you know, 
sitting inside a windowless lab 
doing a very repetitive, monot-
onous thing all day. I saved up 
money and quit that job about a 
year ago, then ended up traveling: 
I basically did a full circuit of the 
country for about eight months. 

I started looking for new jobs, 
and I saw the garden project 
posting. I thought, ‘that sounds 
really good.’ My grandparents 
had lived in Moab in the 90s and 
said it was their favorite place 
they’ve ever lived—so I was like, 
alright, that sounds like a cool 
spot to explore, and get out of 
the rain for a while.

Moab Sun: What do you like about 
being a farm manager? 
Menard: I really like the variety 
of the work and getting to be 
outside every day, but we’ll see 
if I still like that when it’s 120 
degrees out. I like being able to 
interact with a bunch of differ-
ent people in the community: 
everyone from really small chil-

dren to older volunteers and 
everyone in between, and all the 
other nonprofi ts in town. I just 
like the challenge of it, and I feel 
like I get to learn something new 
every day. It’s very satisfying. 

Moab Sun: What are your goals for 
this year? 
Menard: I want to have a suc-
cessful year of growing and 
keep improving how things are 
done in the garden. I want to 
learn as much as I can so I have 
a better season next year, and 
really forge connections with 
the outside community. As a new 
person, I didn’t have those con-
nections, but YGP does—I want 
to maintain that trust and those 
relationships.

small forest that sits on top of or 
sand; most people don’t know.” 

Ambassadors use an educa-
tional, rather than enforcement, 
approach with visitors. Sprout 
said staff are trained to use the 
“authority of the resource” to 
explain the reasoning behind 
rules. She said she’s met visi-
tors on trails who have thanked 
ambassadors for being so 
respectful and helpful, and for 
pointing out actions that could 
damage the area (such as walk-
ing off trail). 

The fi rst season of the 
ambassador program was suc-
cessful and the county created 
Sprout’s position to manage 
it into the future. It’s funded 
using transient room tax rev-
enues. State code earmarks 
those funds for specifi c types of 
spending. Until recent changes 
in the code, a certain amount 
of transient room taxes was set 
aside for tourism promotion, 
and another portion was dedi-
cated to mitigation of impacts 
from tourism. After recent TRT 
reforms, there are now four 
categories of spending: tourism 
promotion; mitigation of tour-
ism impacts; economic diversi-
fi cation; and recreation, fi lm, 
and conventions. Sprout’s posi-
tion is funded by the recreation/
fi lm/convention portion of TRT 
revenues. 

So far, the program is focused 
on three popular hiking trails: 
the Powerdam trailhead at 
Mill Creek Canyon; the Grand-
staff Canyon trailhead; and the 
Corona Arch trailhead. These 
are some of the most-visited des-
tinations around Moab: Sprout 
said that on a recent April Satur-
day, trail ambassadors counted 

over 1,000 visitors during a seven 
hour shift at the Corona Arch 
trailhead. 

GCCAT is still looking for 
more trail ambassadors for the 
remainder of the spring, and for 
the fall, to expand its current 
staff of three. 

Future goals
Sprout hopes that as the pro-
gram gets more established, staff 
can start taking quantitative 
measurements to gauge visitor 
impacts and how much they may 
be mitigated by the presence and 
outreach of trail ambassadors. 

Another future project is 
creating a junior Moab steward 
program through which kids 
can earn stickers or other prizes 
by demonstrating responsible 
recreation. Sprout noted that 
ambassadors take care to give 

out prizes as kids exit the trail, 
so they don’t inadvertently gen-
erate any litter on the trail. 

She’s also been contacting 
online planning sites like All-
Trails and Mountain Bike Proj-
ect to collaborate on including 
tailored responsible recreation 
messaging on their Moab area 
pages. GCCAT and its nonprofi t 
partner, Trail Mix, already main-
tain a social media presence, and 
Sprout hopes to further leverage 
that platform to foster a culture 
of stewardship. 

Sprout said that while she 
knows some Moabites have a 
negative view on tourism, the 
trail ambassadors want visitors 
to feel valued and wanted, and to 
be affi rmed in good stewardship 
of the landscape. “That’s the 
type of culture we want to have 
here,” she said. 

health condition; of those, anxi-
ety was the most common. 

“I think with school back in 
person, and more opportunities 
for social engagement, [isola-
tion] has improved,” Onorato 
said. “But just having a sup-
portive social environment is so 
important, especially for those 
middle school years.” 

The creative aspect of the 
program introduces a new way 

of communicating, Onorato 
said—some students may not 
feel comfortable verbalizing 
their thoughts or feelings, so it’s 
a way to spark communication. 
The group is non-judgmental, 
she said: there’s no wrong way to 
be creative. 

The group was capped at 
eight students, all from rural 
communities. It was the fi rst 
time Onorato has used a hybrid 
format in a program. Telehealth 
allows for students from small 
communities to access services 
and other peers outside of their 

community, she said.
“Here in Moab, we value 

mental health, especially for 
youth, so we have those school 
therapists who are doing an 
awesome job,” she said. “But 
the reality is that there’s more 
need than there are people who 
can provide a service, and that’s 
a problem we’re seeing around 
the state.” 

Onorato is planning another 
Arts & Chats program in July. 
Any middle school students or 
parents interested can contact 
the MCC at 801-915-0359. 

Menard
Continued from Page 1

Sprout
Continued from Page 3

Art Therapy
Continued from Page 3

 Trail Ambassadors chat with visitors at the Corona Arch trailhead. [Courtesy Anna Sprout]
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OP-ED

Harm reduction: an effective 
framework for treating high-risk 

behaviors
The term “harm reduction” has 
been around since the 1980s, but 
it is fi nally becoming a concept 
people are familiar with. Those 
involved in caring for and treat-
ing people who engage in habit-
ual, high-risk substance use and 
addiction behaviors know there’s 
no amount of pleading or threat-
ening that will change a per-
son’s actions. Harm reduction 
means meeting someone where 
they are and helping negotiate 
the inevitable outcomes of their 
decisions. It means increased 
acceptance of risky behaviors 
and focusing on ways to reduce 
damages through realism, fl ex-
ibility, pragmatism and social 
justice. 

Harm reduction interventions 
have focused on substance-using 
populations due to the inherent 
harms they encounter. IV drug 
users, for example, risk infec-
tious diseases because needles 
may be shared or re-used. Safe 
needle exchanges, a type of harm 
reduction program, were created 
to give individuals access to ster-
ile needles to avoid that harm. 
As a result, deaths associated 
with Hepatitis C and HIV have 
gone down and the cost of treat-
ing those diseases has dropped. 

Harm reduction philosophy 
can be applied to us all: we all 

engage in activities that have the 
potential for damage. Many of 
us wear seatbelts when driving. 
While wearing a seatbelt doesn’t 
stop us from getting into acci-
dents, it does reduce the threat 
of physical injury.

Harm reduction also helps 
fi ght the stigma of addiction by 
allowing people to make their 
own decisions without judgment 
and creating an intervention 
point for healthcare providers 
to introduce treatment. People 
who might otherwise avoid treat-
ment feel able to participate 
more openly and fi nd aspects of 
care that work for them. 

Allowing those struggling with 
ambivalence about risky behav-
iors to make their own decisions 
as safely as possible can be life-
saving. Addiction is not a moral 
failing – it is a biological and 
behavioral disease that responds 

to treatment, just like diabetes 
and high blood pressure. Hope 
exists for healing as long as a 
person is alive.

Harm reduction does not pro-
mote drug use. In communities 
using harm reduction methods, 
drug use and crime rates both 
decline. The economic and 
legal benefi ts for communities 
that embrace harm reduction 
are well established and easily 
evidenced.

As our new Recovery Cen-
ter opens in June 2022, Moab 
Regional Hospital will engage in 
general harm reductionist phi-
losophy to ensure an unbiased 
access point for care. The new 
Recovery Center will have strong, 
evidenced-based standards, 
which include harm reduction as 
both a clinic culture and a form 
of treatment.  

If you or your loved ones need 
support, education, or resources 
for substance use and addiction, 
please contact us at 435-719-
3970. The Recovery Center will 
have Narcan and harm reduction 
kits available for anyone who 
asks.

Dr. Lauren Prest
Director of Mental Health 

and Recovery Services at Moab 
Regional Hospital

(435) 259.7870  (435) 259.7870  ••  301 S 400 East     301 S 400 East   
Moab, Utah 84532Moab, Utah 84532
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

UTV noise is unacceptable

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Think outside the box

To the “Blue Ribbon” people 
suing Moab for trying to pass 
extremely mild and belated 
UTV noise restrictions . . . and 
to your friends living 240 miles 
away from here who insist on 
subverting local democracy by 
dictating laws to us like this was 
still the British Empire. 

UTV Noise is 100% com-
pletely incompatible with Moab 
families’ biological needs. No 
possible compromise can exist 
between your desire to impose 
industrial pollution onto a com-
munity and our own needs to 
rest, relax, enjoy our lives and 
partners, and play with our kids 
and pets in our yards. No com-
munity on this planet would tol-
erate it. 

We’ve been trained to subor-
dinate our needs to serve tour-
ists. But we are fi nally growing a 
spine. Because the tourists you 
invite over here are so arrogant, 
abusive, and obviously guilty of 
harassing us “for fun” that they 
cannot be forgiven. We don’t 
need their money.

No possible compromise will 
get us to accept that the rights 
of maybe a dozen and a half UTV 
rental owners are more import-
ant than our love for our fami-
lies. UTV noise is home invasion. 

You can hang four layers of dry-
wall on your bedroom and you’ll 
still hear UTV noise through it. 

You are worse than the 
cocaine and meth dealers. They 
mostly only damage their cus-
tomers. We passed laws to make 
their businesses illegal and 
everyone accepts that. But you 
are worse. 

The past two generations of 
Moab politicians were cowards. 
They shied away from confl ict 
and hoped magical thinking and 
compromises would fi x every 
problem from real estate coloni-
zation to climate change. Their 
legacy is a disaster. But politics 
evolves.

City streets are public prop-
erty. Not “your” ground. You 
haven’t purchased them and 
you don’t own them. You share 
them, which is why it is right 
and natural that communities 
get to vote on what kind of 
impacts for-profi t companies 
can infl ict. 

If Utah keeps treating Moab 
like a colony, its authority will 
steadily disintegrate and even-
tually its pretensions will be 
resisted. Similarly, if the own-
ers of noise polluting devices 
keep “loving” Moab like Putin 
loves Ukraine, they too will be 

resisted. This is biology. Every 
cornered animal will defend its 
nest and its young.

You have options to solve 
this peacefully. You can tell 
your political friends to back off 
and respect local communities’ 
right to determine how much 
harassment and pollution they 
will tolerate. You can accept 
your neighbors’ democratically 
expressed will and move your 
pollution out of earshot of their 
homes. You can invest in elec-
tric UTVs. You can sell off your 
fl eets and invest in any other 
business you can imagine that 
does not harass anyone.

Or if you really are that arro-
gant, you can keep on being a 
bully and doing what you are 
doing. If you want to see an 
entire town of families snap, 
keep on driving them to their 
breaking point. If that’s the bed 
you want to sleep in, keep on 
making it. 

Christian Wright
Moab

I want to write to all my fellow 
citizens, here in the Moab area. 
Just why do the two aims of com-
munity and fi nancial gain seem 
to be at odds for us here? We all 
need both of these, so are there 
ways that we can intertwine 
these two goals? We might have 
to think outside the box; how-
ever, I absolutely know that we 
are capable of coming up with 
solutions that have never been 

tried before.
I am deeply concerned that 

we have unleashed another 
boom-and-bust cycle. That we 
will continue with our current 
trend until there’s nothing of 
value left. So let’s keep our wits 
about us, and may each of us sup-
port the community that we truly 
want for ourselves and our loved 
ones. 

Please, let us not wait until 

we have depleted this place; 
until there is nothing to pass on 
to our children. It gets harder 
and harder to adjust our aim, 
the longer we wait. So let’s act 
before we come to the end!

Tatsy Guild
Moab

We love 
community submissions!

Did you capture a moment at a 

community event? 

A rare wildlife sighting? 

A shot so great you want to share it 

with 6,000 readers?

Email your picture to moabsunnewseditor@gmail.

com by 5 p.m. Monday to be considered for publica-

tion! Include your name and contact information and 

a short photo caption explaining who is in the photo 

and when/where it was taken. 
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SCIENCE MOAB

The wild world of bees 

Science Moab is excited to 
partner with the Southern Utah 
Science Cafe in St. George, who 
share our goal of having fun 
public conversations about sci-
entifi c topics that impact our 
daily lives. We’re taking this 
opportunity to share an inter-
esting conversation the Cafe 
held recently regarding Utah’s 
favorite insect: the bee! Bees 
are seen everywhere, pollinat-
ing fl owers and decorating state 
fl ags. Joan Meiners, ecologist 
and environmental data jour-
nalist, talks about the fascinat-
ing science of bees that make 
them even more attractive!

Southern Utah Science Cafe: How 
did you get so into bees in the � rst 
place?
Meiners: I collected a lot of 
insects and bees as a kid and 
liked to see how they were put 
together, and then I actually 
ended up doing my eighth-grade 
science fair project on bees, 
so I’ve had a lifelong interest 
in bees. And so I pursued that 
all the way through a master’s 
degree and a Ph.D.

Science Cafe: How many bees are 
there in the world? Do you have any 
favorites?
Meiners: There are some-
where between 20 and 30,000 
species of bees in the world. 
There’s probably a lot yet to be 
described that are really rare 
and only occur in very localized 
little patches of habitat. A lot of 
them are really tiny. So there’s 
a lot yet to be known about 
these. One of my favorites is a 
species called Diadasia rinco-
nis, a cactus bee. That one is 
a cactus specialist which only 
visits cacti in dry desert areas. 
And it’s just really cute and 
fuzzy and it’s rare.

Science Cafe: You’ve done some 
work in Pinnacles National Park. 
What makes that park such 
a hotspot for local pollinator 
diversity?
Meiners: First of all, there are 
450 species of bees in Pinna-
cles, which is only about 67 
square miles, so it’s astonish-
ing that there are that many 
species of bees all cohabit-
ing in that area. I spent two 
years going to many different 
habitats across the park, sam-
pling the bees that were there 
and recording data about the 
habitats themselves, to try to 
fi gure out which ones are the 
most important for biodiver-
sity. It’s a very unique habi-
tat where there are a lot of 
different types of vegetation 
and soil types and wildfl ower 
compositions that all alternate 
in patches because there’s an 

elevational gradient. It’s also 
on a couple of fault lines, so 
some plates shifted over time 
and brought together different 
soil types. It’s also right at the 
transition zone from Northern 
California fl ora to Southern 
California fl ora.

Science Cafe: How do you deter-
mine when you’ve found a new spe-
cies of bee?
Meiners: I worked in a lab that 
is focused on systematics, or 
taxonomy, which determines 
whether a newly found bee is a 
new species, or if two existing 
species need to be merged into 
one. It’s an interesting dynamic 
because we think of species as 
being these very distinct catego-
ries. We don’t really talk about 
it all being on an evolutionary 
spectrum where somebody has 
to draw a line somewhere.

Science Cafe: You did a study in 
Pinnacles about bees surviving 
without � owers. What do the bees 
do?
Meiners: It was February when 
we started. I had a couple of 
weeks before really anything 
was blooming to try to set up 
my plots and fi gure out what my 
protocol was going to be. I was 
out there wandering around 
these dreary, cold landscapes 
where nothing was blooming, 
but I was still seeing bees, so 
I was confused as to what was 
going on. I found that the bees 
were actually accessing hon-
eydew, which is a secretion by 
another insect called a scale 

insect that attaches to plants 
and sucks out the fl uid from 
plants. It takes the nutrients 
it wants and then excretes this 
sugary liquid. The bees were 
fi nding this honeydew, which 
I thought was fascinating. Our 
whole understanding of why 
fl owers spend energy produc-
ing showy petals and colors is 
theoretically to attract pollina-
tors. But if pollinators can fi nd 
sugar that’s not at all adver-
tised, what’s going on?

Science Cafe: Did you ever come to 
a solid hypothesis as to how they 
� nd it?
Meiners: I think we called it 
social eavesdropping. Our 
hypothesis, which was based 
on a few different analy-
ses, was that one bee flying 
through the habitat finds this 
honeydew by chance, and then 
its activity around that plant 
attracts other bees. These are 
all solitary species that aren’t 
known to interact with other 
bees at all. But then when a 
couple of bees are on a plant, 
all of a sudden, many more 
land there.

Science Moab is a nonprofi t 
dedicated to engaging com-
munity members and visitors 
with the science happening 
in Southeast Utah and the 
Colorado Plateau. To learn 
more and listen to the rest 
of this interview, visit www.
sciencemoab.org/radio. This 
interview has been edited for 
clarity.

[Courtesy photo]

PORSCHA DOUCETTE 
SELECTED AS USU 
RESEARCH FELLOW
Utah State University Moab 
student Porscha Doucette 
has been awarded the Peak 
Summer Research Fellowship, 
becoming the fi rst student 
from a USU Statewide campus 
to receive the prestigious 
fellowship. Doucette is a junior 
majoring in social work in 
USU’s College of Humanities 
and Social Sciences. Together, 
Doucette and her mentor, USU 
faculty member Chris Babits, 
will be researching how the 
history of social work is taught 
in undergraduate programs 
and will seek to fi nd out how 
more diverse voices could be 
included in the curriculum.

KAREN COZZENS 
ACERSON RECEIVES 
HONORARY DOCTORATE
Karen Cozzens Acerson 
received an Honorary Doctor-
ate in Humane Letters from 
Utah Valley University during 
their commencement cere-
mony, on Friday, May 6. Acer-
son was born to Richard and 
Mary Jane Cozzens in Moab 
and graduated from Grand 
County High School in 1977. 
Acerson was honored for writ-
ing a New York Times bestsell-
ing book, “WordPerfect: The 
Complete Reference,” for her 
leadership with the nation-
ally-recognized Timpanogos 
Storytelling Festival for the 
past 32 years, and for her ser-
vice on the board of trustees 
at Utah Valley University for 11 
years. Acerson’s husband, Jeff, 
is the former mayor of Lindon 
City and together they orga-
nize a Thanksgiving dinner for 
approximately 500 guests each 
year. Acerson is also a recip-
ient of the Senator Arthur V. 
Watkins Award for Outstanding 
Community Service.

BRITTNEY IVENS 
APPOINTED TO SAN JUAN 
ATTORNEY
The Law Offi ces of Stephen J. 
Stocks congratulates Brittney 
M. Ivins on her appointment 
to the position of San Juan 
County Attorney. Brittney M. 
Ivins was appointed to fi ll 
the vacancy in the County 
Attorney position, after having 
been chosen by the San Juan 
County Commission on May 
11. “Brittney has been a true 
asset to our fi rm during her 
tenure with us as an associate 
attorney, having started her 
employment with us in Fall of 
2021,” the offi ce commented. 
“Though it is sad to lose a 
member of our team, we 
congratulate her on her new 
career advancement, and we 
know that she will accurately 
and professionally represent 
the needs of the citizens of 
San Juan County.”

The Southern Utah Science Cafe talks to ecologist Joan Meiners about desert bees
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T H E A F F O R D A B L E C O N N E C T I V I T Y P R O G R A M ( A C P ) A N D T H E L I F E L I N E P R O G R A M H E L P
E N S U R E H O U S E H O L D S C A N A F F O R D T H E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S A N D B R O A D B A N D S E R V I C E S

T H E Y N E E D F O R W O R K , S C H O O L , H E A L T H C A R E A N D M O R E .

A D I S C O U N T O N M O N T H L Y T E L E P H O N E S E R V I C E , B R O A D B A N D I N T E R N E T S E R V I C E , O R
B U N D L E D V O I C E - B R O A D B A N D P A C K A G E S P U R C H A S E D A R E A V A I L A B L E F O R Q U A L I F I E D

C U S T O M E R S .

FOR MORE INFORMATION GIVE US A CALL

Moab: (435) 259-8521
San Juan: (435) 270-4021
www.emerytelcom.com

MOAB 
REAL

ESTATE

MoabLiving | @MoabLiving

BHHSUtah.com

(801) 369-9184
KKirks@bhhsutah.com 50 E Center Street, Moab, UT 84532

K
IM KIRKS

REALTOR®

COSMO’S CORNER

My Octopus Teacher

Meow and hello! It’s Cosmo, 
the library cat, here to invite 
you to a special event! This Fri-
day, May 20,  the Grand County 
Public Library is hosting a free 
outdoor screening of the docu-
mentary “My Octopus Teacher” 
at the Center Street Ball Fields 
at 8:30 p.m. This Academy 
Award-winning documentary 
follows a free-diving fi lmmaker 
who sets out to fi lm a nature 
documentary and ends up mak-
ing friends with an octopus! I’ve 
heard it’s educational and even 
heartwarming.

I’m not a big fan of swimming 
as I don’t like to mess up my lux-
urious fur coat. But I might con-
sider it for the chance to meet 
a real live octopus! You might 
think that an octopus and a 
library cat wouldn’t have much 
in common, but that’s not true. 
We’re both smart and playful, 
hunters by nature with big eyes 
and quick refl exes, and we love 
to eat fi sh. For an animal with 
twice as many arms and legs as 
it really needs, it turns out these 
creatures are pretty relatable! 

I’m excited for this movie 

and I hope you will join me at 
the ball fi elds on Friday! Bring 
your own chair, beach blanket, 
snacks, snorkel, swim fi ns, and 
whatever else you might need 
to enjoy an underwater evening. 
We’ll start the movie around 
8:30 p.m. or whenever it gets 
dark. In case of bad weather 
or strong winds, “My Octopus 
Teacher” will screen inside the 
library at 7 p.m. — check the 
Grand County Public Library’s 
Facebook page for any last-min-
ute changes. Meow (and what-
ever octopuses say) for now! 

Please recycle this paper.



12  MAY 20-26, 2022   MOAB SUN NEWS

BEAUTIFUL CUSTOM HOME with SEPARATE
Mother-In-Law quarters on 1 acre.  Main level offers 
3B/2B, 2500 sq.ft., office, games room & a 2 car 
attached garage.  The basement has its own entrance 
& offers 2B/1B 1500 sq.ft. with kitchen & own laundry.  
This is a beautiful home with lots to offer.  $1,300,000. 
(#1811527)

TWO HOMES, in prime location. Main house is 1256 
sq. ft. with 3B/2B; offers 1 car attached garage & 
workshop.  Second home offers  644 sq.ft. with 1B/1B 
& is fully furnished. Beautiful views capture the snow-
capped mountains and striking red rocks. $875,000. 
(#1801103)

SUE DALTON  
REALTOR®
435-260-8090
realestate.suedalton@gmail.com

BOTH THESE HOMES HAVE TWO LIVING QUARTERS!

Small scale agriculture in Moab

MOAB MUSEUM

Kitchen gardens & household hens

Thanks to its remote and geo-
graphically isolated location, 
Moab has long been a place of cre-
ativity, self-reliance, and spirit. 
Today, tons of food imported from 
elsewhere can be found at Moab’s 
stores and restaurants. However, 
a hundred or more years ago, 
settlers living in the Moab Valley 
didn’t have access to lots of fresh, 
imported food staples. Moabites 
produced much of their own fresh 
food: sometimes through large 
agricultural operations, but com-
monly on a small scale.

A century ago, Grand County 
families would have been closely 
involved with the production of 
their own food in their own back-
yards. Kitchen gardens or small 
household plots dedicated to 
vegetables and herbs were com-
mon, and many families would 
have also kept a dairy cow for 
milking and a fl ock of hens to 
provide eggs and meat.

Photos, historical objects and 
recorded oral histories in the 
Moab Museum’s Collection all 
show the legacy of this small-
scale agriculture. Numerous 
household gardening, food pro-
cessing and food preservation 
implements can be found in 
the museum’s collection, and 
longtime Moabites reference 
activities like picking peaches 
and raising heifers as formative 
childhood memories in oral his-
tory records. Photographs trans-
port viewers today back to a time 
when the town’s food traditions 
looked starkly different than 
today, providing a window into 
cultural changes over time.

The Moab Museum is dedi-
cated to sharing stories of the 
natural and human history of 
the Moab area. To explore more 
of Moab’s stories and artifacts, 
fi nd out about upcoming pro-
grams, and become a Member, 
visit www.moabmuseum.org.

A � ock of hens in the Balsley family backyard. [Moab Museum Collection]

Children riding donkeys in Moab. In Moab’s early days as a community, it was not 
uncommon for all generations to be involved with household gardens and agriculture. 

[Moab Museum Collection]

Fruit was once a large part of Moab’s agricultural industry. Trimming fruit trees was 
an essential step in ensuring a bountiful harvest. [Moab Museum Collection]



  MOAB SUN NEWS   MAY 20-26, 2022   13    COMMUNITY

JOIN OUR 
TEAM!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
Restaurant 11:30-close • Blu Bar 3:30-close 

811 S. Main 435.259.3333 (Located next to La Quinta)
www.blupigbbq.comm

APPLY IN PERSON TODAY.
STOP IN AND ASK FOR A MANAGER.

HOROSCOPES

Week of May 19 
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Accord-
ing to the blogger Artemisia-
sea, “The grandeur of life is the 
attempt, not the solution. It’s 
about behaving as beautifully 
as one can under completely 
impossible circumstances; mak-
ing room for what breathes in 
the presence of the attempt—
in the coming-to-be.” I invite 
you to embrace that wisdom in 
the coming weeks, Gemini. You 
won’t be dealing with impossible 
circumstances, but you may have 
to navigate your way through fas-
cinating brainteasers and heart 
riddles. Whatever your destina-
tion might turn out to be, enjoy 
the ride with all the verve you 
can summon. At least for now, 
put aside your longing for partic-
ular results and instead simply 
live your life as if it were a mag-
nifi cent work of art.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): It will be 
in your interest to change more 
than usual in the coming weeks. 
I suppose you could wait around 
passively and scramble to adjust 
as life fl ings challenges your way. 
But the better approach would 
be to make conscious decisions 
about how you want to trans-
form. Identify the situations that 
would most benefi t from modifi -
cation and then initiate the tran-
sitions. Rather than depending 
on fate to provide you with ran-
dom wake-up calls, choose con-
structive wake-up calls that are 
fun and invigorating.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): “If everyone 
likes you, it probably means you 
aren’t saying much,” declared 
politician Donna Brazile. I sus-
pect you will disprove her theory 
in the coming weeks. According 
to my reading of the astrologi-
cal omens, you will have a lot to 
say; your communications will 
be even more interesting than 
usual. And yet, I also expect you 
will receive extra respect and 
appreciation from others. While 
you may articulate ideas that are 
challenging to some, you will do 
so with enough charisma to dis-
arm agitated reactions. A win-
ning combination: expressive-
ness and approval.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Have 
you heard of Virgo adventurer 
Reinhold Messner? The man is 
a marvel, and not just because 
he’s a passionate environmental 
activist. He was the fi rst moun-
taineer to reach the top of Mt. 
Everest alone, as well as the 
fi rst to ascend Everest without 
supplemental oxygen. No one 
before him had ever climbed all 
14 of the world’s peaks higher 
than 26,000 feet. He has tran-
sited Greenland and Antarctica 
without the aid of dog sleds or 
snowmobiles. He also completed 
a solo trip across the Gobi Des-
ert. I propose we make Messner 
your inspirational role model for 
the next four weeks. You may not 
achieve history-making triumphs 
like him, but you could surpass 
what you assumed were your 
limits. I trust that you will break 
at least one of your personal 
records.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): “The 
world is a very puzzling place. 
If you’re not willing to be puz-
zled, you just become a replica 
of someone else’s mind.” Author 
Noam Chomsky said that. It’s use-
ful counsel for you right now. I’ll 
go even further. I will advise you 
to relish the healthy pleasures of 
being both mysterious and mys-
tifi ed. Seek out fertile enigmas 
and be a fertile enigma yourself. 
Explore the rejuvenating wisdom 
of being indefi nable and uncate-
gorizable. Exult in the quizzical 
joys of Eternal Paradox.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):  Have 
you ever contemplated the 
beauty of the people and ani-
mals you care for and thought, 
“I would love to give them the 
strongest blessings I have to give, 
the smartest love I can express, 
and the best listening I’m able to 
provide.” If so, Scorpio, the com-
ing days will be an excellent time 
to do that. You will have an extra 
capacity to offer exceptional 
gifts that are useful and inspira-
tional. You will be at the peak of 
your ability to home in on what 
your beloveds need.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
Sagittarian author Madeleine 
L’Engle told us, “The discoveries 
don’t come when you’re looking 
for them. They come when for 
some reason you’ve let go con-
scious control.” That approach 
isn’t absolutely true, but it may 
be useful for you to deploy in 
the coming weeks. I invite you 
to relinquish at least a modicum 
of your conscious control. And if 
zesty discoveries start fl owing in, 
consider relinquishing even a bit 
more conscious control.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Is it 
a legend or a true story? Schol-
ars disagree about whether Cap-
ricorn scientist Isaac Newton 
really was spurred to formulate 
the theory of gravity when an 
apple fell from the tree he was 
sitting beneath. This much is 
certain: Newton lived in the 
home near the famous apple 
tree. And that tree is alive today, 
380 years after his birth. Ripe 
apples still fall from it. Is there 
an equivalent landmark or key-
stone from your own past, Cap-
ricorn—where an important 
insight arose or pivotal event 
happened? The coming weeks 
would be a good time to revisit 
that power spot, at least in your 
imagination, in quest of fresh 
inspiration.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Aquar-
ian poet Jack Gilbert devoted 
himself to soulful beauty. I 
swooned when I fi rst read his 
line, “We must unlearn the con-
stellations to see the stars.” I 
cried for joy when he said, “We 
must have the stubbornness 
to accept our gladness in the 
ruthless furnace of this world.” 
On the other hand, I suspect 
Jack may have been overly con-

sumed with his pursuit of lyr-
ical moments. His girlfriend 
Linda Gregg said, “All Jack ever 
wanted to know was that he was 
awake—that the trees in bloom 
were almond trees—and to walk 
down the road to get breakfast. 
He never cared if he was poor or 
had to sleep on a park bench.” 
I bring this up, dear Aquarius, 
hoping you will avoid Gilbert’s 
lack of attention to practical 
matters. In the coming weeks, I 
invite you to be your extravagant, 
idiosyncratic, interesting self to 
the max. But also be sure to eat 
healthy food, engage in pleasur-
able exercise, and get plenty of 
rejuvenating sleep—preferably 
in a comfortable bed rather than 
on a park bench.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): The 
Uberfacts Twitter account 
informs me that if you were to 
consume the amount of food 
equivalent to what a humming-
bird eats, you would eat 300 
hamburgers or 7,800 cabbages 
per day. To match the amount 
of exercise a hummingbird gets 
while burning all those calories, 
you’d have to do approximately 
37 bazillion jumping jacks. You 
will never do this, of course. But 
in the coming weeks, you may 
be more metaphorically hungry 
than usual. I predict you will be 
voracious for new information 
and novel experiences and fresh 
ideas. Not 300 hamburgers or 
7,800 cabbages’ worth—but still, 
a lot. My advice: Have fun being 
insatiably curious and greedy for 
stimulation.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): “The only 
way to the truth is through blas-
phemy,” declared Aries author 
Flannery O’Connor. I appreciate 
the cheeky sentiment, but I don’t 
believe that  all  truth requires 
blasphemy. In many cases, rebel-
lion, irreverence, and skepticism 
may be enough to pry loose hid-
den and buried information. Out-
right blasphemy isn’t necessary. 
What does this have to do with 
you? Well, I’m hoping you will 
be feisty and audacious in your 
quest for interesting truths. As 
you dig, I invite you to be less 
than perfectly polite. Don’t be 
rude or unkind, of course. Just 
be charmingly bold.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): “I am 
so beautiful, sometimes peo-
ple weep when they see me,” 
declares comedian Margaret 
Cho. I would love for you to sum-
mon her level of self-esteem and 
bravado in the coming weeks. 
According to my interpretation 
of the astrological omens, you 
now have the right and duty 
to boost your self-worth. All of 
creation is conspiring with you 
to develop more faith in your-
self. And if you do the work to 
deepen your confi dence and 
self-esteem, there will be an 
added bonus: a health break-
through. As spiritual author 
Caroline Myss says, “Belief in 
oneself is required for healing.” 
My prediction: You will rouse an 
enhanced power to get the soul 
medicine you need.

Choose the 
Best!

Sue Dalton, Realtor
435-260-8090 (cell) • realestate.suedalton@gmail.com • anasazirealty.com

121 East 100 South, Ste. 105 
Moab, 84532

By Appointment
303-420-2672

 affordablebuilders.gj@gmail.com

Factory Built 
Home Specialist
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SCHOOLS

Congrats to the Christian Nelson 
and Kimber McCandless!

Middle school announces May students of the month

S i n g h a

au t h e n t i c t h a i c u i s i n e

BEST THAI IN TOWN
Open for lunch & dinner 

Mon. to Sat.

435.259.0039
ONLY ONE LOCATION

92 E. Center Street
Moab

By MLH STAFF

Margaret L. Hopkin Middle 
School announced Christian Nel-
son and Kimber McCandless as 
the May students of the month. 

Seventh-grader Christian Nel-
son stands out to his teachers 
because he is kind to others and 
enthusiastic about schooling. 
He greets teachers in the hall-
way with a smile and genuinely 
asks how we’re doing. Christian 
helps other students with their 
work, volunteers to read aloud, 
and makes meaningful contri-
butions to our class discussions. 
Christian is a good citizen and 
can be  seen doing small acts of 
service around our campus: pick-
ing up garbage, cleaning up after 

others in the lunchroom, and 
helping secure the equipment 
after lunch. He is a good exam-
ple to those around him. Chris-
tian likes basketball and he loves 
P.E., he is part of the MLHMS 
Honor Society and his Zodiac 
sign is Leo. Christian’s favorite 
color is black and his favorite 
animal is a dog.  His advice to his 
fellow classmates is: “Listen and 
try your best in school. You will 
eventually get A’s!”  We appreci-
ate all the positive energy Chris-
tian brings to our school!

Eighth-grader Kimber 
McCandless is very diligent in 
class and shows great attention 
to detail and precision. Kimber 
is a self-starter and teachers can 
count on her to be thorough and 

neat in her work. She does a ter-
rifi c job showing her work in Math 
and is good at communicating. 
Besides being thorough and neat, 
Kimber turns in excellent work! 
On many occasions, Ms. Packard 
has kept or photocopied her work 
to be used as examples in future 
classes. It’s nice to see a student 
take so much pride in her assign-
ments. Kimber’s quiet nature is 
appreciated by staff. She loves to 
play volleyball and ride 4-wheel-
ers, her favorite subject is math 
and her favorite color is yellow. 
Kimber has a dog and one thing 
that she says she cannot do well is 
spell!  Her advice to others: “Get a 
pet, they are cool!” 

Congratulations, Christian 
and Kimber!

[Courtesy photos]
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CURIOUS KIDS

Could people breathe the 
air on Mars?

A question from Jack J., age 7, 
Alexandria, Virginia

Want your ad to reach over 6,000 readers each week? 
Advertise with us! 

Place your ad order by noon on Monday to guarantee a spot in our next edition. 

Join our long-term Cornerstone advertisers to enjoy lower costs. 

Email o�  ce.moabsunnews@gmail.com or call 435-625-1372 for more information. 

By PHYLINDIA GANT AND 
AMY J. WILLIAMS

Ph.D. Student in Geological Sciences, 

University of Florida

Assistant Professor of Geology, 

University of Florida

Let’s suppose you were an astro-
naut who just landed on the 
planet Mars. What would you 
need to survive?

For starters, here’s a short 
list: Water, food, shelter – and 
oxygen.

Oxygen is in the air we 
breathe here on Earth. Plants 
and some kinds of bacteria pro-
vide it for us.

But oxygen is not the only gas 
in the Earth’s atmosphere. It’s 
not even the most abundant. In 
fact, only 21% of our air is made 
up of oxygen. Almost all the rest 
is nitrogen – about 78%.

Now you might be wondering: 
If there’s more nitrogen in the 
air, why do we breathe oxygen?

Here’s how it works: Techni-
cally, when you breathe in, you 
take in everything that’s in the 
atmosphere. But your body uses 
only the oxygen; you get rid of 
the rest when you exhale.

The Martian atmosphere is 
thin – its volume is only 1% of 
the Earth’s atmosphere. To put it 
another way, there’s 99% less air 
on Mars than on Earth.

That’s partly because Mars 
is about half the size of Earth. 
Its gravity isn’t strong enough 
to keep atmospheric gases from 
escaping into space.

And the most abundant gas 
in that thin air is carbon diox-
ide. For people on Earth, that’s 
a poisonous gas at high concen-
trations. Fortunately, it makes 
up far less than 1% of our atmo-
sphere. But on Mars, carbon 
dioxide is 96% of the air!

Meanwhile, Mars has almost 
no oxygen; it’s only one-tenth of 
one percent of the air, not nearly 
enough for humans to survive.

If you tried to breathe on 
the surface of Mars without a 
spacesuit supplying your oxygen 
– bad idea – you would die in an 
instant. You would suffocate, and 
because of the low atmospheric 
pressure, your blood would boil, 
both at about the same time.

So far, researchers have not 
found any evidence of life on 
Mars. But the search is just 
beginning; our robotic probes 
have barely scratched the 
surface.

Without question, Mars is an 
extreme environment. And it’s 
not just the air. Very little liquid 
water is on the Martian surface. 
Temperatures are incredibly 
cold – at night, it’s more than 
-100 degrees Fahrenheit (-73 
degrees Celsius).

But plenty of organisms on 
Earth survive extreme environ-
ments. Life has been found in 
the Antarctic ice, at the bottom 
of the ocean and miles below the 
Earth’s surface. Many of those 
places have extremely hot or 
cold temperatures, almost no 
water and little to no oxygen.

And even if life no longer 
exists on Mars, maybe it did bil-
lions of years ago, when it had a 
thicker atmosphere, more oxy-
gen, warmer temperatures and 
signifi cant amounts of liquid 
water on the surface.

That’s one of the goals of 
NASA’s Mars Perseverance rover 
mission – to look for signs of 
ancient Martian life. That’s why 
Perseverance is searching within 
the Martian rocks for fossils of 
organisms that once lived – most 
likely, primitive life, like Martian 
microbes.

Do-it-yourself oxygen
Among the seven instruments 
on board the Perseverance rover 
is MOXIE, an incredible device 
that takes carbon dioxide out 
of the Martian atmosphere and 
turns it into oxygen.

If MOXIE works the way that 
scientists hope it will, future 
astronauts will not only make 
their own oxygen; they could use 
it as a component in the rocket 
fuel they’ll need to fl y back to 
Earth. The more oxygen peo-
ple are able to make on Mars, 
the less they’ll need to bring 
from Earth – and the easier it 
becomes for visitors to go there. 
But even with “homegrown” oxy-
gen, astronauts will still need a 
spacesuit.

Right now, NASA is working 
on the new technologies needed 
to send humans to Mars. That 
could happen in the next decade, 
perhaps sometime during the 
late 2030s. By then, you’ll be an 
adult – and maybe one of the 
fi rst to take a step on Mars.

This article was previously 
published by The Conversation 
(www.theconversation.com), 
which connects scientists and 
journalists to tell better stories. 

NASA’s Perseverance Mars rover captured this image of the bleak and barren 
Martian landscape. [NASA/JPL-Caltech/ASU/MSSS]
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This Classi� eds space could be yours!
$35/week. 

Email o�  ce.moabsunnews@gmail.com. 

Services
Solar 

Austin Solar - Moab’s Solar PV Special-
ist. Trusted Local Professional, Licensed 

and Insured. 435-260-2949 - 
austinsolarmoab.com

Wellness 
Sundial Medicinals - Holistic plant med-
icine cra� ed with integrity - Full product 

line available locally at Moon� ower 
Community Co-op and Moab Made. 

SundialMedicinals.com

Insurance
Markle Insurance Agency - Medigap 

Supplements, No annual membership 
fee, Accepted by all Medicare providers, 
No co-pays, Silver and Fit Gym bene� ts, 
Always competitive rates, local agents 

to work with. Call: 259-5241

Services
Pets

Ready to meet your new adventure 
partner? Underdog Animal Rescue and 

Rehab has many wonderful dogs looking 
to join your pack. Contact us at 435-

260-8033 to schedule an appointment 
to met our pups! All of our adoptable 
animals can be viewed online at Pet-

� nder.com as well as our website www.
Underdogrescuemoab.org. Keep an eye 
out on our Facebook page for upcoming 

adoption events locally in Moab.

Pets
The Humane Society of Moab Valley 

celebrates 20 years of rescuing home-
less pets and promoting and providing 

responsible care for our community 
animals. For information about available 
pets, spay/neuter clinics, free pet food 

or to donate, go to our website www.
moabpets.org or call 435-259-4862.  

Help Wanted
Moab Heat-N-Cool

Moab Heat-N-Cool is looking for: 
* HVAC certi� ed technicians

* Installers
* Maintenance workers

* Plumbers
* Bid Takers / Build measurements

For more information or to apply, contact 
info@moabhnc.com

Sta�  and Bookkeeper
Chile Pepper Bike Shop is looking for 
full-time and part-time sta� . Health 

insurance, bonus incentives, paid vaca-
tion. Also looking for a part-time book-
keeper 4-5 hours per week. Must have 

Quickbooks experience with payroll and 
bill pay. Please send an email to tracy@

chilebikes.com or call 435-210-0042.

Nancy Fitzgerald  
Realtor

435.260.7327 
nancyfitzmoab@gmail.com 

Kevin Fitzgerald  
Realtor

435.260.9890 
kevinfitzmoab@gmail.com 

PLEASE ADOPT  
BLUEBERRY!

Call the Humane Society at  
at 435-259-4862

Ahh Moab!

moabpremierproperties.com

Online Booking: massageinmoab.com
 call or text (801)513-3549 • felix@massageinmoab.com

���������� ��������������������� ����������
 	����� �������
Est. 2003

Moab PlumbingMoab Plumbing, Inc. , Inc. 

Call Moab Plumbing Inc. 

Doug Whipple 260-1288

Plumbing

New homes • Remodels
Serving Grand and San Juan counties

SABAKU SUSHI
90 E CENTER ST

98 CENTER
98 E CENTER ST

SINGHA THAI
92 E CENTER ST
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Tuesday, May 31
Community Tune-Up Night 
Get your bike tuned up for a small 
donation! 
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the 
Moab Valley Multicultural Cen-
ter (156 N. 100 W.)

Ongoing
Event details may change; check 
with the organizers before you go. 

Bluegrass Night 
Quicksand Soup will play at the 
Backyard Theater. Free admission, 
outside food and drink are welcome. 
Wednesdays and Thursdays at 7 
p.m. at the Backyard Theater (56 
W. 100 S.) 

Swing Dance Classes
Drop-in beginner swing dance class.  
No partner or experience necessary; 
masks and COVID-19 vaccination 
required. Donations accepted. 
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. at the MARC 
(111 E. 100 North) 

Moab Speaks 
Practice public speaking and lead-
ership skills with a welcoming 
group! 
First and third Wednesdays from 
12 p.m. to 1 p.m. at the Bierschied 
Building (301 S. 400 E.)

Yoga in Old City Park 
Yoga in the park is back, with alter-
nating instructors: Star Kolb, Ange-
la Houghton, Kristi Paul and Kelley 
Michaud. Classes by donation. 
Sundays at 10 a.m. at Old City 
Park 

Community Food Pantry
Call St. Francis Episcopal Church at 
435-259-5831 for more information.
Fridays from 5 to 7 p.m. at the St. 
Francis Episcopal Church (250 
Kane Creek Boulevard, Moab)

Hearthspace Moab Energy Share 
A safe, intentional space to prac-
tice giving and receiving loving 
energy (reiki, chi, qi, or prayer) to 
ourselves, one another, the greater 
Moab community, and the Land. 
Please bring a blanket, cushion, or 
yoga mat. Prior experience with an 
energy practice is helpful but next 
required.
Thursdays from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
at the Hearthspace Helipad (239 W. 
Center St.)

Co� ee & Recovery 
An all pathways to recovery meeting 
where attendees share their per-
sonal journeys to recovery. Hosted 
by USARA. 
Mondays at 5 p.m.; Wednesdays 
at 9:30 a.m.; Fridays at 11 a.m. 
In person (23 S. 100 W.) or online 
at www.global.gotomeeting.com/
join/625504653.

Narcotics Anonymous 
An anonymous support group. 
Tuesdays at 5 p.m. and Fridays at 7 
p.m. at USARA (23 S. 100 W.)

Moab Community Grief Support 
Group
Sponsored by Moab Regional Hospi-
tal and Grand County Hospice. Con-
tact Antje Rath to register, 435-719-
5563 or antjer@mrhmoab.org.
First and third Wednesdays at 5 
p.m. at the Grand Center (182 N. 
500 W.) 

Sudoku
Fill out each row, column and square with the numbers 1-9, without 
repeating any numbers within the row, column or square.

Di�  culty rating of this puzzle: Medium 

Solution: 

ACROSS
 1 Ending with 

walk or run
 4 Grape group
 9 Exude 

irrepressibly
13 Poppable 

muscle, 
informally

14 Popular 
Japanese brew

15 Experts
16 Scorpion’s 

stinger
18 Ikea 

department
19 Polo of “The 

Fosters”
20 “Don’t worry”
22 Less soaked
24 .com 

alternative
25 Lose
27 “Already?”
29 Likely answer 

to “Who wants 
ice cream?”

30 Festival, in 
Arabic

31 Awe and Tay, 
for two

32 One to tip
34 Breading for 

tonkatsu
35 Tortilla dough
36 Bring stress or 

agitation to
37 ___ large
41 South American 

capital with the 
world’s longest 
urban gondola

44 Nuclear codes?
46 Zero out
47 Plead
48 Therein lies the 

rub!
49 Bit of metadata
51 Wet weather 

wear
53 Poet’s sphere
54 Coverer
56 Portion

57 Word with sitter 
or steps

59 Good name for 
a black cat with 
white feet

61 Commander, in 
Arabic

62 Mt. Fuji setting
63 1990s TV nerd
64 Is that what 

ewe said?
65 Uber-enthusiast
66 Part of a child’s 

bedtime ritual
67 Stale

DOWN
 1 “That’s good” 

thinking
 2 “That’s good 

thinking!”
 3 Cutter
 4 Rotten
 5 Something 

heard 
secondhand?

 6 Mother-of-pearl
 7 “Parasite” actor 

Woo-shik
 8 Adds to the 

team, so to 
speak

 9 Go (for)
10 Cookie-flavored 

cereal
11 Fictional 

character 
partially 
inspired by 
Mexican 
folklore

12 Provide digital 
approval

17 Apt rhyme for 
chop and crop

21 Artist who said 
“A line is a dot 
that went for a 
walk”

23 Breaker
26 The “A” of A.Q.I.
28 Exhibited
31 Hardly strict
33 One to tip
34 Candy once 

marketed as 
a smoking 
cessation aid

36 Big tub

38 One name 
for the game 
depicted in this 
puzzle

39 Like Rome 
starting in the 
first century 
B.C.

40 Promo
42 “Rush!”
43 Perseus’ horse
44 Mousse 

alternative
45 Bigwigs may 

have big ones

46 Actress Margot 
of “Bombshell”

47 Carnival 
hypeman

49 Case of 
emergency?

50 Clear
51 Geico 

“spokeslizard”
52 “Nevertheless, 

___ persisted”
55 Dessert wine
58 Himalayan ox
60 Foxy

PUZZLE BY REBECCA GOLDSTEIN

Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 7,000 past 
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Read about and comment on each puzzle: nytimes.com/wordplay. 
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ACROSS

 1 Tour de France 
leg

 6 Showbiz grand 
slam

10 Potential con
14 Keen
15 Kin of King Kong
17 Homer’s 

self-satisfied 
assertion?

19 Aurora’s 
counterpart

20 Multinational 
insurance inits.

21 Kind of nut
22 Feasts, e.g.
25 Pours from one 

container to 
another

29 Bums, for 
example?

31 Court org.
33 Spanish article
34 Bug that no one 

likes

35 Yam source, 
historically?

40 Québec street
41 Egg: Prefix
42 Some raw 

materials
43 Place to find a 

comet?
48 Does the watusi, 

say
49 Laundry leftover
53 Steps on a 

scale?
54 That there
55 Sweetheart
56 Thoroughly … 

or a hint for 
parsing some 
lowercase 
letters in four 
of this puzzle’s 
clues

62 Sensed without 
being sure

63 “Woo-hoo!”
64 Arabian port

65 Critical time
66 It may come in 

shells

DOWN

 1 Waste line
 2 Lake in the 

Sierra Nevada
 3 Sounding 

shocked
 4 Grok
 5 Jazz Age, e.g.
 6 Self-seeker
 7 Subject of 

rationing in the 
old English 
navy

 8 Work started 
by London’s 
Philological Soc.

 9 Wood shop tool
10 Discriminatory 

compensation 
practice

11 Water monitoring 
grp.

12 Band with the 4x 
platinum albums 
“Out of Time” 
and “Monster”

13 Pitchfork-shaped 
letter

16 Affect 
emotionally

18 Cat, in Córdoba
23 Bubbly source
24 Peruse
25 [Correct!]
26 Like some 

checking 
accounts

27 Poker snafus

28 Name that’s an 
alphabetic trio

30 Caesar dressing?
31 Shark’s racket
32 Pickle unit
36 Certain facial 

decoration
37 Currier and ___
38 Feature of many 

a Druid’s robe
39 Sea eagles
40 Onetime inits. 

on the Supreme 
Court

44 King of Saudi 
Arabia beginning 
in 2015

45 Hide away
46 Like a wide grin
47 Info on a 

security badge, 
for short

50 Falls into line
51 Diamond figure
52 Home country 

of the two-
time Olympic 
marathon winner 
Eliud Kipchoge

54 Facility often 
referred to by its 
first letter

56 Mortgage org.

57 “Sweet!”

58 It’s an honor

59 Derrière

60 Drench

61 “J to ___ L-O! 
The Remixes” 
(2002 album)
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puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Read about and comment on each puzzle: nytimes.com/wordplay. 

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
ONSBUNCHOOZE
PECASAHIPROS
TAILDECORTERI
ITSOKDRIERORG
MISPLACESOSOON
IDOEIDLOCHS
SERVERPANKO
MASAVEXWRIT

LAPAZGENOME
RESETBEGSPA

GEOTAGGALOSHES
ORBPAPERSHARE
BABYSOCKSEMIR
ASIAURKELBAA
GEEKSTORYOLD

The New York Times Syndication Sales Corporation
620 Eighth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10018

For Information Call: 1-800-972-3550
For Release Thursday, May 19, 2022

Edited by Will ShortzNo. 0414 Crossword
12345678910111213

141516

1718

192021

22232425262728

2930

31323334

3536373839

404142

4344454647

4849505152

535455

565758596061

6263

646566



18  MAY 20-26, 2022   MOAB SUN NEWS

the festival expects over 50 art-
ists from around the country, 
including 15 local artists like 
illustrator Holly Williams, jewel-
ry-maker Molly McGovern, illus-
trator Jess Hough, and painter 
Riley Lubich. Many artisans 
return year after year, King said. 

The Moab Arts and Recre-
ation Center will also have a 
booth to teach festival-goers 
about indigo dye: anyone who 
stops by can dye and keep a free 
bandana. The indigo vat will be 
open from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 
3 p.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, and 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Sunday. 

Live music will run on both 
days. On Saturday, the Dave 
Steward Jazz Quartet will open 
the festival, followed by Moab 
Taiko Dan, the Fiery Furnace 
Marching Band, Our Space in 
Time, Meander Cat, and the local 
bluegrass band Quicksand Soup. 
On Sunday, the Family Trade will 
start the day, followed by Cozy 
Sheridan, Juniper Drive, The 
Railbirds, and Buried Giant. 

The Grassroots Shakespeare 
Company is returning to the fes-
tival this year—the company is a 
“collaborative touring ensemble 
of multidisciplinary artists who 
create joyous, vibrant produc-

tions inspired by Shakespeare’s 
original staging techniques,” 
according to the Moab Arts Fes-
tival guide. The company will 
perform Cymbeline, a tragedy 
that tells the story of the British 
king Cymbeline, at 4 p.m. on Sat-
urday. On Sunday at 4 p.m., the 
company will perform Romeo 
and Juliet. 

There will also be live enter-
tainment at the kid’s tent: Rick 
Boretti, a cornerstone of the 
Moab Backyard Theater, will put 
on a magic show each day at 11 
a.m. 

Food and drink will be avail-
able as well. Food vendors 
include lemonade from Wha-
tasqueezz, snacks like nuts and 
beef jerky from Wild Wild West 
Distributing, wood-fi red pizzas 
from Sweetwater Gypsies, gyros 
from Yia Yia’s Concessions, and 
ice cream from Tricicle. There 
will also be a beer and wine gar-
den open from noon to 6 p.m. 
each day, with drinks from 98 
Center, the Moab Brewery, and 
the Spanish Valley Vineyard and 
Winery. 

“We want to give an invitation 
to everybody to come and enjoy 
their community,” King said. 

The full list of artists and a 
complete schedule of events is 
available at www.moabartsfes-
tival.org. Entry to the festival is 
free! 

Festival
Continued from Page 20

OBITUARY

Wally Dean Dade
August 17, 1953 – May 4, 2022

Wally left this earth on May 4, 
2022. He was born in Vallejo, Cal-
ifornia, and was a California Bay 
Area resident for most of his life. 
He started playing drums as a 
small child and played in several 
bands with his older brother, 
Richard. They played for many 
years in and around the Bay Area 
at clubs and private events. He 
worked for a painting company 
for several years, then went on 
to work many years doing land-
scape maintenance for a large 
Bay Area golf and country club.

As his health started to 
decline, he moved to George-
town, California, in the Sierra 
Nevada Mountains where he 
lived for more than 20 years. He 
loved the mountains, fi shing, 
and enjoyed woodcarving. As 
his health declined further, he 
moved to Moab and lived out his 
last three years of life with his 
sister, Juanita Laurencis, and 
her husband, Chuck. Wally was 
loved by all and leaves behind 
many heartbroken family and 
friends.

Wally is survived by his daugh-

ter, Heather; his granddaughter, 
Olivia; his sisters, Vickie, Donna, 
Deb, and Juanita (Nita); his 
brother, Barry; and many nieces 
and nephews. He is preceded 
in death by his father, Hugo V. 
Dade; his mother, Genevieve H. 
Dade; and his brother, Richard 
E. Dade.

A celebration of life will be 
held at a later date with family 
and friends in California. You 
may send condolences to the 
family at www.spanishvalleymor-
tuary.com.
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Examine preferred and expected futures generated in the Think Tank.
Build a deeper understanding of the potential future of Moab.
Examine what currently works and what doesn't in the community
Complete a Vision Survey in each session.

June 6 - June 9
(1-hour workshops)

Community Vision Workshops will be organized
by interest sectors:

· Arts · Recreation · Seniors · Young Professionals
· Business Owners · Spanish-Speaking residents

· All Moab Residents

Workshop Goals

Please participate. Your voice is important!

Moab – Tomorrow
Together

a community visioning project
Visioning Workshops

Workshop schedule and registration:
bit.ly/MoabVisioningWorkshopRegistration

View the community survey results and the
Tomorrow Together Think Tank Report:
bit.ly/MoabTomorrowTogether

Royce’s ELECTRONICS
Your local authorized Radio Shack dealer 

proudly serving Moab since 1957.

Open Monday - Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Special orders available upon request.

611 S. Main Street • Moab UT 84532 • 435-259-6630

Business Insurance
• General Liability – Property

• Special Events – Recreation

• Contractor – Handyman

• Janitorial – Vehicles – Bonds

Call 435-259-5241
235 Williams Way, Moab, Utah

Your Local Independent Agency

the Utah Pollinator Pursuit, an 
insect conservation group, pol-
linator species are in decline, 
threatened by “the use of pes-
ticides, warming climate, and 
a lack of fl oral resources and 
nesting sites.” 

To be offi cially certifi ed as 
a Moab Bee Garden, a garden 
must have at least three differ-
ent fl owering plants in bloom 
in the spring, summer, and fall. 
Approved gardens receive a 
small lawn sign.

As the years went on, the proj-
ect gained momentum. McCann 
made partnerships with local 
stakeholders such as Jeff Adams 
at TerraSophia LLC, Claire Core 
at the Resiliency Hub, Kara 
Dohrenwend at Wildland Scapes 
Nursery, and Emily Roberson at 
the Youth Garden Project. She 
got 13 local entities to transform 
their landscapes into offi cial bee 
gardens, including the Grand 
County Library, Canyonlands 
Field Institute, the Moab Char-
ter School, and the Aarchway 
Inn. The project successfully 
registered dozens of residential 
gardens. 

But then the pandemic hit, 
and McCann had a baby. The 
project’s partners were trying to 
stay afl oat, and McCann was jug-
gling being a working mom. The 
project ground to a halt. 

“That’s kind of the situation 
we’re still in,” McCann said. A 

few months ago, things started 
picking up speed a bit—McCann 
was talking to former Moab City 
Sustainability Director, Mila 
Dunbar-Irwin, about integrating 
the work that the bee gardens 
project did into the city’s land-
scaping ordinances. But then 
Dunbar-Irwin left her position in 
mid-April. 

McCann hopes the project will 
be able to start up again soon, 
she said, especially as pollinator 
populations continue to fall. 

“I think that the issues work-
ing against pollinators are soci-
etal in nature,” McCann said, 
naming excessive paving and 
traditional lawns as the major 
issues. Mono-planted lawns—
swaths of lush, green grass—
are pesticide, fertilizer, and 
water-dependent, McCann said, 
meaning they’re not conducive 
to healthy pollinator habitats or 
water conservation practices. 

“We’re fl ipping the paradigm 
of ‘okay, I’m building a house, 
let me put in my green lawn,’” 
McCann said. “Why would we do 
that, especially in Moab, when 
there are so many other ways 
to design a landscape that’s 
waterwise, nature-friendly, and 
has a whole array of ecosystem 
services?” 

Jeff Adams, the founder of the 
Moab ecological design consult-
ing and landscaping company  
TerraSophia LLC and partner of 
the project, also said that one of 
the biggest challenges of land-
scaping in the desert is pushing 
through the societal pressure 

to have a perfect lawn—and 
instead, to have a yard built for 
the environment. 

“What one person sees as an 
awesome, somewhat-feral polli-
nator garden, somebody else is 
going to see as a weed patch,” 
Adams said.

By building bee gardens in 
public spaces, Adams said he 
hopes native landscapes become 

more normalized, and that peo-
ple realize bee gardens can hap-
pen anywhere, at any scale. 

“Part of the beauty of it is that 
even if you’re just planting a few 
fl owers, you’re helping,” he said. 
“…The project brings people 
together so that we can all help 
each other do these landscapes 
because they benefi t the broader 
community.” 

Moab locals can register their 
gardens as offi cial Bee Gar-
dens on www.beeinspired.usu.
edu,  which also lists resources 
for bee-friendly and Utah native 
plants. 

“The time is ripe,” McCann 
said. “I think we’re all interested 
and ready to take the reins and 
start working again on these 
efforts.” 

[Alison Harford/Moab Sun News]

Bees
Continued from Page 20
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Saturday, May 21 
Film Screening
The John Wesley Powell Museum 
in Green River will screen the new 
Powell 150 fi lm, “A River Out of 
Time,” as part of the Think Water 
Utah collaboration. The fi lm ex-
plores Lake Powell’s legacy, and 
what its future may hold. There will 
also be a panel discussion. 
 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the John Wesley 
Powell Museum (1765 E. Main St., 
Green River) 

Author Signing 
Local writer Craig Childs will sign 
copies of his newest book, “Tracing 
Time,” which explores rock art of 
the Colorado Plateau. 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Back of Beyond 
Books (83 N. Main St.) 

Sunday, May 22 
Community Concert 
Join the Moab Music Festival during 
its fi rst “High Water” summer fes-
tival for a free community concert. 
Concert-goers are encouraged 
to bring blankets, camp chairs, 
picnics, and kids of all ages! 
3 p.m. at Old City Park 

Wednesday, May 25 
Children’s Yoga in the Park 
Join instructor Lily Houghton for 
asana, breath-work and stories in 
the park. The class is intended to be 
fun and introduce simple exercises 
for children 2-6 (with a caregiver 
present). By donation! 
3:15 p.m. to 4 p.m. at Rotary Park 
(680 S. Mill Creek Dr.)

Thursday, May 26
Lecture Series 
As part of the Canyonlands National 
History Association’s 2022 lecture 
series, Walt Dabney will present his 
talk, “Public Lands: Why and How,” 
which will explore past and current 
issues of public lands.
5 p.m. at the Moab Information 
Center (25 E. Center St.)

Friday, May 27 
Free Locals Skate 
Join Skate Moab for a locals skate! 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Old Spanish 
Trail Arena (3641 S. Hwy 191)

Science on Screen 
Science Moab will show “Don’t Look 
Up” and discuss climate change 
with ecologist Sasha Reed. 
8 p.m. at Center St. Ballfi elds (198 
E. Center St.) 

Saturday, May 28 and 
Sunday, May 29 
Moab Arts Festival 
The Moab Arts Festival is back! En-
joy a celebration of all things art, 
with live music, kids’ activities, 
food, and vendors of every medium 
including fi ne art, jewelry, sculp-
ture, clothing, and photography. 
10 a.m. to dark at Swanny City 
Park (100 W. 400 N.) 

Events Calendar
Email event information to 

moabsunnewseditor@gmail.com 
to get on our calendar. 
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OUTDOORS 

Bee Inspired Gardens project 
buzzes back to life

 After a pandemic pause, the project is gearing back up

By ALISON HARFORD
Moab Sun News 

There are more bee species in the south-
ern half of Utah than the entire region 
east of the Mississippi, according to Ros-
lynn McCann, an associate professor and 
sustainable communities specialist at 
the University of Utah, and founder of the 
Moab Bee Inspired Gardens project. 

The city limits of Moab are home to 
over 500 native bee species, McCann 
said. 

“I grew a strong passion and moti-
vation to further education of healthy 

pollinator habitat and spaces that grow 
perennial edible food spaces,” McCann 
said. It was this passion that drove her 
to start the Bee Inspired Gardens project 
in 2013, which helps Moab residents and 
businesses transform their landscapes 
into bee-friendly spaces. 

“Our ultimate goal was to really cre-
ate an ethic that people would be able 
to observe coming into Moab, and also 
that locals would be able to recognize: 
that Moab is a place that cares about 
ecological design and preserving polli-
nator habitat,” she said. According to 

The Grand County Public Library is a certi� ed bee garden. [Alison Harford/Moab Sun News]

EVENT

‘This is going 
to be a 

fabulous year’
Moab Arts Festival 
is in its 28th year

By ALISON HARFORD 
Moab Sun News 

Chrissy Noel Kinslow calls the 
Moab Arts Festival the “grand-
mother of all art in Moab.” 

“The festival is like a breath-
ing entity,” Kinslow said. “Some 
years it’s bigger, some years it’s 
smaller. This year, after having 
slept for two years, all the craft-
ers and all the creative people 
have been hunkering down, and 
everyone’s now just ready to 
burst. This is going to be a fab-
ulous year.” 

Kinslow is the festival’s chil-
dren’s art activities coordina-
tor—last weekend, she was 
busy hand-drawing 224 sheets 
of paper for an eight-foot by 
eight-foot, paint-by-the-numbers 
mural of Delicate Arch. She’s 
spent the past few months com-
ing up with new activities for the 
children’s area of the festival, 
which this year will include the 
mural, art show, kids art vendor 
booths, talent stage, and poetry 
slam. 

The children’s area is just 
one piece of the festival: at its 
core, the Moab Arts Festival is 
a massive gathering of artists 
selling their wares, with food, 
live music, and entertainment to 
boot. This year, the festival will 
run on Saturday, May 28, and 
Sunday, May 29, at Swanny City 
Park from 10 a.m. to dusk. 

Theresa King, the event orga-
nizer, has worked on the festival 
since its inception 30 years ago. 
She’s loved watching the festival 
grow into a true arts festival, she 
said, as the number of artisans 
has grown—and she’s enjoyed 
seeing other arts festivals pop 
up in Moab as well. 

“It’s community building,” 
she said. “It has one of those 
audiences that will cross over—
the people who come to this are 
half locals, half visitors. And it’s 
a true showcase that Moab is 
known for art.” 

Artisans this year will sell 
works including fi ne art, sculp-
ture, pottery, fi ber and textiles, 
jewelry, photography, and glass-
works. This year, Kinslow said, See Bees Page 19

See Festival Page 18


